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Principal's message...

 
CORE VALUES

 

Building a foundation for lifelong
learning by: 

 
 Opening hearts to faith
Our minds to knowledge

Our hands to service
Our eyes to the world

And we achieve 
extraordinary lives

 

 

Upcoming events:

  August 27  8th Grade Leadership      
                      Retreat

  September 6  Labor Day
                          no  school

  September 15  1:00 Early
                             dismissal

 
 
 

Dear Families,
 

Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year! It has been a wonderful first week of school at Saint Mary
Academy. Each summer, as teachers and staff prepare for a new school year, we join together for a full day
retreat. This year’s retreat theme was Gratitude, and I can’t help but feel an immense and overwhelming
sense of gratitude at the start of this school year. Our students and families are back with us, we have a
year full of opportunity and growth ahead, we are blessed with our health, many new and enthusiastic
faces (staff, students, and parents), and most importantly, we remain grounded in our faith. A quote from
the faculty retreat has stuck with me, “Today is given to you, it’s a gift, the only appropriate response is
gratefulness...God gave us the gift of 84,600 seconds today, how will you use them?”

As we embark on this new school year together, I would like to take this opportunity to share with you our
Core Values. As Saint Mary Academy Monarchs, we: “Open our hearts to faith, our minds to knowledge, our
hands to service, our eyes to the world, and we achieve extraordinary lives.” Our whole school has
committed to reciting these values each afternoon at dismissal. They clearly define how we will work
together to achieve and carry out our mission and vision, and my hope is that they become ingrained in
our very being so that each of us carries these values wherever life’s journey may lead us.

In accordance with our 2021-2022 school year theme, let our lights shine bright this school year as Christ
shines through us! (Matthew 5:16)

Julie Speer
 



looking for spirit wear?
Our SMA Spirit Wear website is under

construction and will be available
soon.

The local health department determines the individual is safe
to be around others or;

After 7 days if the individual is symptom-free and receives a
negative COVID test 5 days or later after the last date of
exposure to the case; 

After day 10 days without testing if the individual is symptom
free.

Health and Safety

All adults and students are expected to stay home if experiencing
any of the following symptoms: Fever or feeling feverish (e.g. chills,
sweating), new cough, difficulty breathing, sore throat, muscle
aches or body aches, vomiting or diarrhea, new loss of taste or
smell, fever of 100.4 or higher.

 
Unvaccinated students, teachers, or staff who are identified as
close contacts should be instructed to self-quarantine regardless
of whether the exposure was in or outside of the school setting.
Quarantine can be discontinued when:

 
Opening Our Hearts to Faith

 
Saint Mary Academy students and staff will work to
strengthen our faith foundation this year by "Opening our
Hearts to Faith" together. One of the ways we will do this
is by encouraging our students to develop a deeper sense
of curiosity about their faith, and welcoming a more
frequent pastor presence in and around our building to
support these efforts.

Father Pepper will kick off the year by visiting each
classroom so that he can personally introduce himself and
offer a special school year blessing. 

 Students will prepare
questions about their faith
and Father Pepper will spend
time in meaningful
conversation with students   
 surrounding their chosen
topics. Father Jeff will also be 
 visiting with students in a
similar capacity in the near
future. 

For more back to school photos visit our
Saint Mary Academy facebook page!

Please review our Handbook for
appropriate dress code guidelines. Nail
polish and jewelry is not permitted unless
the jewelry is a religious cross or medal.
We respectfully ask that all parents follow
proper carpool procedures, our protocols
are designed for the safety of our
students. Cutting out of the carpool line
for a quicker exit endangers others and is
not permitted.  During morning carpool,
all students should get out of the car on
the sidewalk side.

REMINDERS

welcomewelcomewelcome      backbackback
   



Parents commented that students are
appreciative and grateful for the small
things this year, such as: being able to
eat in the cafeteria again, play with
their friends in the other homeroom at
recess, the House system, buddies,
middle school transitioning to classes,
etc. Though protocols and routines
may look different to ensure the health
and safety of all, they seem to be
appreciative for these traditions to
return.

Our very own music teacher, Ms. Jasmine
Wheeler and her fiance, led us through
our first all-school Mass this week. A
beautiful reminder of how music and
song lifts us up in prayer.

 
We celebrate our afternoon
carpool parent volunteers! On a
rotational basis, Gina Currier,
Amanda Young, Shannon Pryor,
Karen Sonne, Sarah Armstrong,
and Andrea McGaha help us
enter carpool tag numbers into
our Google Drive so students
know exactly where to find
their carpool ride. This allows
our staff the opportunity to
finish teaching classes until
they can meet outside for
carpool.

Our PTO surprised our teachers and
staff with themed t-shirts and gift cards
for the 2021-22 school year! Teachers
are so appreciative. PTO also decorated
in preparation for the first day of school
- the yard sign, chalk drawings and
balloons made for an exciting and fun
return to school!

 
Thank you PTO!

 

celebratecelebratecelebrate


